Successor Is Named , 
But Sprague Remains 


As Probe .Director 
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The already-confused status of the 
House Assassinations Committee be- 
came more complicated yesterdlay 
when the chairman named an interim 
replacement for Pvichard A. Sprague, 
the staff director who was fired last 
week but reinstated on orders of 
other committee members. 


The appointment, announced 
through Chairman Henry B. Gonzalez’ 
office, made Kenneth Brooten, a staff 
lawyer, the “acting staff director.” 

But Brooten was reported to be on 
two weeks’ leave in Florida, while 
Sprague, the man he ostensibly re- 
placed, continued at work at the com- 
mittee’s offices on a proposed) budget 
for this year’s operations. 

The committee was created last 
year with an assignment to invesi- 
gate anew the assassinations of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy and the Kev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Gonzalez fired Sprague as staff di- 
rector last week after charging that 
he was a “prima donna” who had de- 
fied orders and tried to undermine 
Gonzalez’ position as committee head 1 . 

However, the 11 other members en-. 
dorsed a letter reinstating Sprague. 
They said the Texas Democrat lacked: 
the power to fire Sprague on his own. 



